Executive Branch
The White House
Provides access to White House press releases and other documents as well as the history of two centuries of presidents and the White House itself. The Interactive Citizens Handbook has extensive links to the federal government agencies. (The White House, Washington, DC)
POTUS: Presidents of the United States
Contains extensive presidential information, both at the site and through related links. (The Internet Public Library, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI)
The American Presidency
Features a series of primarily text entries on the presidents, the presidency, and American politics. Entries include the Constitution and democracy, elections, politics, voting rights, history and foundation of the presidency, and a presidency quiz. (Grolier Online, Grolier Interactive Inc., Danbury, CT)
Department of Homeland Security
Provides information on America's war on terrorism in the aftermath of the September 11, 2001 attacks. The site details government policies, current news, and audio and video files of presidential speeches. (Department of Homeland Security, Washington, DC)
Official US Executive Branch Web Sites
Provides links to executive branch agencies and their individual departments. (Library of Congress, Washington, DC)
Inaugural Addresses of the Presidents of the United States
Offers the complete texts of two centuries of inaugural addresses by United States presidents. (Bartleby Archives, Columbia University, New York, NY)
Legislative Branch
United States Senate
Official web site of the Senate providing links to senators, individual committees, daily calendar of activities, and a searchable legislative archive. The Learning about the Senate feature includes history, Senate rules and procedures, and a glossary. (United States Senate, Washington, DC)
House of Representatives
Official web site of the House providing links to member offices, bills and legislation under consideration, weekly schedules, and links to each committee's schedule and oversight plan. Site enables users to send e-mail directly to members. (United States House of Representatives, Washington, DC)
Thomas
Provides a searchable database of congressional legislation and committee information from the Library of Congress. The site includes a listing of legislation from the current term with executive summaries. (Library of Congress, Washington, DC)
Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government 
Provides an in-depth, student-friendly look at how the U.S. government functions. The section How Laws are Made includes a detailed examination of a proposed law to protect dolphins as it made its way through Congress, complete with links to the actual legislation. (U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, DC)
Project Vote Smart
Provides an extensive, student-focused site on the workings of Congress and individual members of Congress, along with information on current legislation, voting, campaign financing, and other important political issues. Students can research their own representatives from both state and national government. (Project Vote Smart, Washington, DC)
Congressional Committee Profiles
Profiles the role and importance of congressional committees along with an overview of the jurisdiction, membership, and activities of committees in both the House and Senate.The site also includes a detailed examination of campaign contribution sources to the members of each committee. (Center for Responsive Politics, Washington, DC)
Judicial Branch
Oyez
Offers a multimedia database on the Supreme Court with a virtual tour of the court, profiles of the justices, and a searchable database of cases. (Northwestern University, Chicago, IL)
Marbury v. Madison 
Provides an overview of the case, an in-depth look at the issues and personalities involved in the dispute, and printable versions of the majority and minority opinions. (Landmarkcases.org, Washington, DC)
U.S. Courts 
Provides links to the federal court system, including district, appellate, and special courts. The site also links to directories, publications, and current court issues through a newsroom. (The Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, Washington, DC)
Supreme Court Collection 
Provides a searchable database of court information and resources. (Legal Information Institute, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY)
The Supreme Court: A Journey Through Time
Features virtual tours of the court and biographies of present and past justices. Past court issues are highlighted, and an online trivia quiz is available. (Court Online, New York, NY)
The Supreme Court of the United States
Provides numerous documents on topics as diverse as "Visitor's Guide to Oral Arguments" and "The Court and its Procedures" to "Biographies of Current Justices" and "Members of the Supreme Court (1789 to Present)." All of the documents are in PDF format and require the free Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is available at the site. Detailed documents are also provided for lawyers preparing to argue their cases before the court. (Supreme Court of the United States, Washington, DC)
Federal Government Gateway Sites
USA.gov 
Functions as the official Internet portal for all U.S. government information including the different branches of government, data and statistics, and government activities from national parks and museums to science and technology. (General Services Administration, Washington, DC)
Congress.Org 
Offers information on how to access members of Congress. The "Capitol Hill Basics" feature includes hints on communicating with members and staffers, what to do when visiting Congress, and an overview of the legislative process. (Issue Dynamics, Inc. and Capital Advantage, Washington, DC)
FindLaw 
Provides a searchable database of legal information, including state and federal case law, legal reference material, links to law schools and federal government sites, and legal news. (FindLaw, Mountain View, CA)
